
Use these daily refl ections to journey through Advent with us.

May they fi ll you with hope and joy this holy season.
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1 � MARK BECKER � FRUIT � ISAIAH 11:1
In this passage we read about the eventual coming of Israel’s 
Messiah. The word Messiah can be translated as “God’s anointed,” 
which is also what the word “Christ” means in Greek. Jesse was 
David’s father. David was the most famous and powerful ruler in 
Israel’s history, and it was God’s promise to David that his lineage 
would rule forever and that shoot would bear fruit. It is certainly 
fair for Christians to view this passage as foretelling the birth of 
Jesus, whose father Joseph was also of the lineage of David.

But let’s quickly think about this passage in personal terms and 
look at the fi nal words. None of us comes into this world by 
ourselves. Each of us was born into a set of circumstances having 
nothing to do with us. I’m certain none of us are of the lineage of 
David — and possibly not of anyone of signifi cant consequence in 
the eyes of the world. But that doesn’t mean we can’t bear fruit. 
The innocent and small branch shall bear fruit for the kingdom. 
I believe that, regardless of the circumstances surrounding your 
birth and your situation, you can bear fruit for God.

2 � MARK BECKER � RULER � MICAH 5:2
I have always been amazed at how God chooses the small, weak 
or insignifi cant to do His work. Moses had a speech impediment 
and argued with God that he wasn’t up to the task. David was 
Jesse’s youngest son in a time when society gave all honor to the 
oldest. And David certainly had his own issues, turning out to be 
an adulterer. Gideon, one of Israel’s judges, was a coward. When 
Jesus chose his disciples, he didn’t choose the strong, wealthy or 
smart. Instead, he chose fi shermen and tax collectors. These were 
clearly not a collection of wealthy or powerful people. And so, is 
it any surprise that the birthplace chosen for Jesus would be a 
small town outside of Jerusalem? Jesus wasn’t born in a hospital 
or in a palace. Jesus was born in a stable with the smelly animals.

And that is the way God works. God chooses the small because 
that way, there can be no doubt God is at work. God chooses the 
weak so it is evident God is at work. We shouldn’t wait for God to 
choose the powerful and mighty, but should welcome the chance 
to do what God is calling us to do. We are precisely those whom 
God wants to use. It is just up to us to say yes to God.

3 � TITA PARHAM � SAVE � MATTHEW 1:21
What does it mean to be saved in the context of this verse? For 
me, it means being loved by God unconditionally, that nothing 
we can do can separate us from his love. It’s God’s greatest gift, 
found in one of my favorite passages, Romans 8:31-39: “And I am 
convinced that nothing can ever separate us from God’s love. 
Neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither our 
fears for today nor our worries about tomorrow — not even the 
powers of hell can separate us from God’s love. No power in the 
sky above or in the earth below — indeed, nothing in all creation 
will ever be able to separate us from the love of God that is 
revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord.” In a world so divided, oh, to be 
loved like that! That is the good news of Jesus’ birth.

4 � MARYSOL ORTIZ � PERFECT GIFT � JAMES 1:17
As the giver God is, He always makes sure that whatever He gives 
us is for our good, whether we realize it or not. There might be 
situations that cannot be so favorable to us, but even in those 
situations God is there taking care of us. After all, we have to be 
thankful that The Father doesn’t change his mind. He is always 
faithful and always gives the best to us, even when we don’t see it 
that way. For that, we can solely trust in Him.

5 � GINNY GARSKE � ETERNAL LIFE � ROMANS 6:23
Romans 6:23 might not be the fi rst verse that comes to mind 
when thinking about Christmas. The greatest gift we can receive 
on earth is Jesus Christ, who gives us eternal life. Christ not only 
provides unconditional love, but also unending hope. Isn’t it just 
like God to give us the perfect gift?

6 � MARGARET COX � LIGHT � JOHN 1:4-5
God is the light, and we must look to him each day to spread that 
light so it overcomes the darkness. You never know the darkness 
other people carry, and if we can shine a little light on them, it 
may be all they need to move past that darkness into the light of 
God. We must remember not to judge others, as we do not know 
or understand their journey. We need to be that light to others so 

in the end, we are all rewarded with the light of God. During these 
trying times we must be the light right now.

7 � MARYSOL ORTIZ � THANKS � 2 CORINTHIANS 9:15
As thankful as Paul was to God for giving us Jesus Christ and for 
providing in every aspect, we as Christians should be grateful for 
every little gift God has provided to us — starting with the gift 
of His Son to us. This time of the year is a perfect moment for us 
to recapture what we have left behind. Let’s start giving thanks 
for our: spiritual life, family and friends, health, fi nancial support. 
Because everything is indescribable.

8 � PAM HICKS � FAVOR � LUKE 1:30-31
The last few years have been diffi cult for me and my family with 
the loss of my father, a dear friend, my aunt, my daughter’s 
father and my brother. My faith in God through the life of Jesus 
has helped me through the loss. The angel Gabriel comes to 
Mary giving assurance of God’s grace (his favor). God’s message 
is one of Hope. She will conceive and give birth to a son to be 
called Jesus. The name Jesus and this chorus from Bill and Gloria 
Gaither in “There is Something About That Name” has brought 
comfort to me:

“Jesus, Jesus, Jesus; there is just something about that name.
Master, Savior, Jesus, like the fragrance after the rain;
Jesus, Jesus, Jesus let Heaven and earth proclaim
Kings and kingdoms will all pass away,
But There’s something about that name.
Kings and kingdoms will all pass away,
But There’s something about that name.”

9 � ANDY CRASKE � IMMANUEL � MATTHEW 1:23
Back to the book of Matthew — which is my annual Christmas 
touchstone. It always grounds me, gives me a sense of calm, and 
brings my focus back to how truly blessed I am to be shown 
a path of how to live and love like Jesus, as well as the gift of 
eternal life. This time Matthew is interpreting the Book of Isaiah 
(7:14) and the prophecy of Jesus. It always lifts my spirit when 
I hear “IMMANUEL!” because it means GOD IS WITH US! Merry 
Christmas!

10 � NADARA BLEDSOE � REDEEM � GALATIANS 4:4-5
One of my favorite fi ctional novels is “Redeeming Love” by 
Francine Rivers. Although a romance set in the 1850s Gold Rush 
in California, the story is inspired by the Old Testament book of 
Hosea from the Bible, and its central theme is the redeeming love 
of God toward sinners. In Galatians 4, we are reminded that we 
have been redeemed — no longer slaves to this world of sin, but 
the sons and daughters of God through Jesus Christ. All He has is 
ours, and all we have is His. In the words of a song by Big Daddy 
Weave, I sing: “Now I’m not who I used to be, I am redeemed, 
Jesus set me free.” Thank God, redeemed.

11 � JENNY DILORENZO � WORD � JOHN 1:14
What a great sacrifi ce Jesus made for all of us. He has shown 
me grace all of my life, and the truth of his word guides my path. 
With constant changes in our world every day, I am so blessed to 
fi nd comfort in reading the Bible. I am free to pray and know that 
he cares about my concerns. Jesus has everything in his control. 
He is my Rock, and all my trust is in him.

12 � MARK BECKER � EXALTED � PHILIPPIANS 2:8-10
When my daughters were young, we used to love watching 
“Charlotte’s Web,” an animated classic about Charlotte the 
spider and Wilbur the pig. One of the supporting characters 
was a rat named Templeton. Templeton’s voice was provided 
by Paul Lynde, and his was kind of raspy, with a snarky edge to 
it. I especially remember one line Templeton says: “What’s in it 
for me?” It seems that, too often, people do things not because 
it is the right thing to do, but because they expect something 
in return. It isn’t about humility or even obedience. It is about 
receiving a quid pro quo. The most important factor is what is in 
it for them.

In today’s famous scripture passage, Jesus doesn’t wonder 
about what was is in it for him. He was most interested in being 
obedient, even though it would lead him to his painful death. 
Jesus displayed ultimate humility by not thinking he knew the 
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better way, but he fully trusted God and obeyed. Of course, 
God exalted Jesus, but the reason Jesus did what he did was 
because of his humility and his obedience. During Advent, it 
would be good if each of us asked ourselves how we can be 
humbler — and more obedient.

13 � MARGARET COX � EVERLASTING LIFE � JOHN 3:16
Jesus is the son of God. He was put on this Earth to atone for 
all of our sins, and we were rewarded with everlasting life. We 
must remember the teachings of Jesus and how he turned the 
other cheek and forgave others so easily. Every day, we should 
challenge ourselves to emulate Jesus and be that kind, forgiving 
person, especially during these diffi cult times we are currently 
experiencing. People need kindness right now probably more 
so than ever before. I am constantly reminded of “What would 
Jesus do” right now. It is more than a bracelet to wear on your 
wrist. It is action to be taken.

14 � SANDRA SANTIAGO � TESTIMONY � 1 JOHN 5:11
A testimony is a solemn declaration or affi rmation made for the 
purpose of establishing or proving some fact. During the Advent 
season we await the fulfi llment of the promise received, thanks 
to the testimony of the prophets, that a Messiah would come. 
That promise was fulfi lled at the birth of Jesus. Because of that 
testimony we believed, now we give testimony about Jesus, with 
our words and our actions, so that others may also believe and 
receive the eternal life that is in Jesus, the Son of God.

15 � SYLVIA PADILLA � LAMB OF GOD � JOHN 1:29
“Your only Son no sin to hide
But You have sent Him from Your side
To walk upon this guilty sod
And to become the Lamb of God.

Oh, Lamb of God, Sweet lamb of God
I love the Holy Lamb of God
Oh, wash me in His precious Blood
My Jesus Christ the Lamb of God.”
— “Lamb of God,” Twila Paris

16 � SYLVIA PADILLA � GLORY � LUKE 2:8-9
“While shepherds watched their fl ocks by night, 
all seated on the ground, 
an angel of the Lord came down, 
and glory shone around. 

“‘Fear not,’ said he for mighty dread 
had seized their troubled mind 
‘glad tidings of great joy I bring 
to you and all mankind. 

“‘To you, in David’s town, this day 
is born of David’s line 
a Savior, who is Christ the Lord; 
and this shall be the sign:

“‘The heavenly babe you there shall fi nd 
to human view displayed, 
all simply wrapped in swaddling clothes 
and in a manger laid.’ 

“Thus spoke the angel. Suddenly 
appeared a shining throng 
of angels praising God, who thus 
addressed their joyful song:

“‘All glory be to God on high, 
and to the earth be peace; 
to those on whom his favor rests 
goodwill shall never cease.’” 
— “While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks,” Nahum Tate (1700)

17 � PAM HICKS � ANGEL � LUKE 2:10
When I was in third grade the teacher selected me to portray 
the angel in the Christmas story. I stood on the stage repeating 
the words of the angel. I was fi lled with joy, anticipation and 
excitement. This moment gave me a small inkling into the 
amazement of the shepherds’ miracle experience. The pandemic 
has changed our daily routines. Many have experienced losses. 
Even in these times, the angel’s message is clear for today and 
every day — celebrate the birth of Jesus. Do not be afraid. Joy is 
with you and for all people. This day and every day, seize hold of 
the joy of God’s love and his presence with you.

18 � JOHN PETERSON � SIGN � LUKE 2:12
The Angel’s message to the Shepherds was clear. The Savior 
is born; the fulfi llment of a promise has now come to pass; 
Emmanuelle, God with us! Born not in a palace or even a home 
but in an animal stable or cave. Wrapped not in fi ne linens but 

swaddling clothes. Without the direction of the Angel, would 
they have found him? They may have never looked in such a 
place for a King. It is a reminder to me, that as I seek Christ in 
my life, to listen to the Holy Spirit and to look in places other 
than the obvious.

19 � CONNOR MURPHY � GOODWILL � LUKE 2:13-14
I think about goodwill often, especially regarding my daily 
practice of how I communicate with others. My intention is to 
speak in a way that is true to myself, while avoiding hostility, 
gossip, dishonesty and malice. Sometimes it requires a lot of 
patience, particularly when this benevolence is not reciprocated 
by others; however, I fi nd it helps me live with more peace and 
understanding. I think the Advent season is a great time to 
spread goodwill through our words, not only when it is easy, but 
when it is diffi cult, as well.

20 � TITA PARHAM � HASTE � LUKE 2:15-16
The word that stands out for me in this verse is haste. The 
shepherds were so excited to see “this thing that had come 
to pass” that they traveled with haste to see it for themselves. 
Every year, I try to remind myself that it’s that kind of haste I 
want to experience in the journey through Advent — not be 
enveloped and overwhelmed by the rush to get this or that task 
done in time for the festivities of Christmas day, but to keep my 
mind focused on the birth of Emmanuel, Prince of Peace. I want 
to be steeped in that anticipation and the overwhelming joy it 
brings.

21 � SANDRA SANTIAGO � WISE MEN � MATTHEW 2:1-2
This passage of scripture tells us the story of the three Wise 
Men’s encounter with King Herod. Although Herod commanded 
them to return to him after they found Jesus, they decided to 
ignore his “instructions” and returned to their country without 
speaking to him. The Wise Men’s role in the story of the Nativity 
can be adapted to our own journeys and lives. We were born 
into this life with free will and the ability to choose. In our 
personal journey, we will fi nd multiple paths to choose from, 
and sometimes the path which leads us to Christ and His will for 
us may not be very clear. What can we do? We can take a step 
back and refl ect on what we can do to grow closer to God and 
what we need to do in order to follow His path for us. In doing 
this, we can feel the pure joy the Wise Men felt when they fi nally 
encountered Jesus in the Nativity.

22 � JOHN PETERSON � STAR � MATTHEW 2:10
God’s promises are true! The expected King had been born, 
and the star was leading the Magi to him. I have always found it 
interesting how the writer of Matthew describes their feelings — 
not just joyful, not just great joy, but EXCEEDING GREAT JOY. 
Off the charts! My prayer for all of us on this Advent season’s 
journey is that as we are being led to the Christ Child (maybe for 
the fi rst time), may our hearts overfl ow with EXCEEDING GREAT 
JOY and praise.

23 � CONNOR MURPHY � TREASURES � MATTHEW 2:11
Whether it’s the three Magi giving gold, frankincense and myrrh 
to Jesus or the exchange of gifts among family and friends, the 
Advent season is often synonymous with giving. I think of all the 
pressure we put on ourselves to fi nd the “right” gift for every 
person in our lives, as if the right present, the more expensive 
present, would be the ideal expression of our love. I fi nd more 
peace in giving simpler but equally meaningful gifts. Today, 
frankincense is made from trees that are near extinction due to 
human intervention. I think we’d be better off giving gifts that 
are more sustainable to our mental health, fi nancial health and 
the health of the planet.

24 � MELISSA RICHARDSON � PEACE � ISAIAH 9:6
Peace is such a calming word, full of assurance, security and 
serenity.

25 � CHRISTIE MORRISON � SAVIOR � LUKE 2:11
When it comes to Christmas, the fi rst scripture that comes 
to mind is always Luke 2:11. It seems obvious … the verse is 
literally telling us that Jesus has been born, which is why we 
celebrate Christmas in the fi rst place! For me, it serves as a 
reminder. It’s so easy to get caught up in preparing for parties, 
making cookies, buying gifts and all of the other fun things the 
Christmas season brings. Even with signs proclaiming “Jesus 
is the reason for the season” and nativity scenes set up, I am 
guilty of losing sight. Luke 2:11, in all its simplicity, brings me 
back around. Just a few minutes of quiet refl ection on this verse 
reminds me of the joy, wonder and promise the birth of Jesus 
brought. And what a cause for celebration!
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