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NORTH EAST DISTRICT PUTS CONNECTIONAL GIVING DOLLARS

TO WORK IN LOCAL CHURCHES AND COMMUNITIES

To see the connectional giving system at work in local churches, take a trip to the Jacksonville area of the North East District.  According to Rev. Pamela Hall, executive director of the district’s Community Outreach Agency, “we are intentional about finding ways to match our apportionment dollars to the needs of the community.”

“We have abandoned our one-size-fits-all approach to urban ministry,” she said.  “Instead, we are helping local churches plan ministries that are unique to local communities.” 


District Superintendent Rick Neal describes Hall as the district “matchmaker.”  It is her job to match churches with community needs and programs.  According to Hall, “our goal is to help every church be in mission where they are.”


Hall is aware of community needs and community resources through her ties to the mayor’s office, the Salvation Army, Red Cross and other community agencies.  In her work with local churches, she facilitates brainstorming sessions that identify critical needs.  In some cases, Hall matches the church with community partners, including other non-profit groups as well as local, state and federal agencies.  Once a plan is written and the ministry is in place, Hall often helps churches identify and apply for grants to help with long-term funding.


Here are some community outreach ministries currently underway in the Jacksonville area:

· Mt. Moriah UMC – is developing a full-time, licensed adult daycare facility.  The church has completed building renovation and is in process of hiring staff.

· Lakewood UMC – conducts after-school program for third graders who are facing the FCAT exam for the first time.  Program includes tutoring and enrichment activities.

· Wesconnett UMC – conducts an urban gleaning program that provides bread and produce to 500 neighbors.  Church has received a grant to fund truck rentals for collecting day-old breads and other products from manufacturers and grocery stores.

· Middleburg UMC – provides two boxes of food per month to those who qualify, plus free bread and produce every Saturday morning.

· Swaim Memorial UMC – conducts a drama camp for children in 6th, 7th and 8th grades who can’t afford to attend summer camp.  Church hired drama teacher from Stanton Prep to direct the camp.

· Beach UMC – provides “Heartfelt Ministries” for the elderly.  Volunteers visit shut-ins at home to provide companionship and to assist with errands, cleaning, cooking and minor repairs.

· Highlands UMC – is neighborhood site for the federal government’s free summer lunch program for children of varied ages from pre-school through senior high school.  Federal government provides free lunch; church provides facilities, volunteers and enrichment activities.

According to Hall, the Community Outreach Agency works hard to grow “arms and legs” on district connectional giving in the North East District.  “Churches can see the impact these ministries are having,” she said.  “This is the Wesleyan tradition of social holiness in action.”

