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MINISTERIAL EDUCATION FUND

HELPS THOSE WHO ANSWER THE CALL

The call to enter the ministry doesn’t always come at a time when candidates are just beginning to evaluate their career options.  For Art McClellan, associate pastor of First UMC Sarasota, entering the ministry meant leaving a comfortable governmental relations job with a state association based in Tallahassee, and juggling the demands of supporting his family while attending seminary.  

“Receiving a ministerial scholarship from the Florida Annual Conference really let me experience the strength of our connectional system from the very beginning,” McClellan said.  “Not only did I have people from my home church helping me, I had the strength and support of the Florida Conference helping me as well.  It created a deep sense of loyalty to the Conference and enabled me to begin my career in ministry with a manageable student loan debt.”  

McClellan chose to attend Asbury Seminary in Wilmore, Ky.  

“It was a great experience for us because it prepared the whole family for the ministry,” he said.  “Wilmore is a small community of about 4,000 people.  Almost all of our neighbors were families with children, with at least one parent attending seminary.  We had a great family-friendly network there.”

“The ministerial scholarship covered the bulk of my tuition,” McClellan said, “and made it possible for us to embrace the change in lifestyle.”

Betsy Ouellette, associate pastor of Killearn UMC in Tallahassee, was a stay-at-home mom and church volunteer when she felt called to the ministry.  

“My youngest child was in the fourth grade,” she said.  “I didn’t know how I would be able to attend seminary at first, but with prayer and much support from my family, I found a way.”

Ouellette became one of the first students at Asbury’s Orlando campus.  She took one semester of classes online, and for the next three years, commuted between Orlando and Tallahassee once or twice a week.  The ministerial education fund helped relieve some of the financial burden Ouellette and her family faced.  And the kindness of a stranger – who lived within three blocks of the Asbury campus and opened her home to Ouellette – helped reduce some of the travel-related stress.

According to David Dodge, executive director of the Center for Clergy Excellence, the Conference office that coordinates the candidacy and credentialing process for clergy, the ministerial education fund is critical to the life of the Church.  

“It helps us recruit and train the most qualified candidates,” he said.

“The cost of attending seminary can be staggering for some people,”  

he added.  “Through the ministerial education fund, we can be the bridge that helps these individuals make a smooth transition into full-time Christian service.”

To view a video presentation on the ministerial education fund, click on the following link:  http://www.fumf.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=Resources.Video_Clips.
We Are Good Stewards


In a column currently posted on the Florida Annual Conference web site, www.flumc.org Bishop Timothy Whitaker provides a commentary on the giving patterns of our greater Church community.  In the column, Bishop Whitaker notes that in 2005 United Methodists opened their hearts and their pocketbooks to those in need.  In 2005 we increased our giving by $85 million, according to the report, with at least $80 million going to assist victims of the tsunami in Asia and hurricanes in the U. S.  


The record of giving by local churches of the Florida Conference in 2005 was the best in recent memory, according to the report.  We achieved approximately 90 percent of our goals for Connectional Giving, the funds that support the mission and ministry of the United Methodist Church in Florida and in 165 nations around the world.  At the same time, we raised nearly $4 million in special offerings for hurricane relief and recovery efforts.  


The bishop goes on to say:  “I am proud of the improving record of United Methodists in Florida in Connectional Giving.  I think this is a result of the efforts of a lot of people who care.”

