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UNITED METHODIST CONNECTIONAL SYSTEM PLAYS ROLE

            IN DISASTER-RESPONSE MINISTRIES


Whenever disaster strikes – in Florida or elsewhere in the world – we test the power of the United Methodist connectional system.  Through our apportionments, special advance offerings and emergency appeals, all of us provide the funding for disaster response ministries that are fueling relief and re-building efforts in the U.S. and abroad.


At the general church level, gifts to the World Service Fund support the administrative needs of the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) so that 100% of UMCOR’s emergency funds – collected through special offerings like “One Great Hour of Sharing” and the “Hurricanes 2004” appeal –

go to those in need.  

As a result, the Florida Conference received a grant of $1.9 million from UMCOR, the largest award from the 2004 hurricane appeals.


Within the conference, a portion of the Conference Benevolences apportionment helps to fund volunteer training and some emergency relief efforts.  A separate Florida Storm Recovery Fund, supported by Florida Advance Special #605, supports the Conference’s permanent disaster relief effort.  


According to Project Director Marilyn Swanson, the Storm Recovery Center is the clearinghouse that trains and assigns caseworkers, volunteers and work teams to ongoing recovery and rebuilding efforts.  Prior to Hurricane Wilma, the Center was assisting more than 30 Long Term Recovery Committees around the state.  The Storm Recovery Center had matched work teams from 32 states with churches and communities in need.  More than one million volunteer hours had been logged Conference-wide.

 
At the local level, district work teams supported in part by Connectional Giving dollars to District Work Funds have set up outreach programs in response the 2004-2005 hurricanes.


In the Northwest District, United Methodist Cooperative Ministries of Madison County opened a Disaster Response Supply Depot in an industrial complex near the intersections of I-10 and I-75 three days before Hurricane Charley struck.  Using a small army of volunteers, the Madison Depot supplied water, health kits, flood buckets and other emergency supplies throughout the 2004 hurricane season.


Now, the depot, which is provided rent-free to the Conference by the Madison City Commission, has doubled and tripled its warehouse space and has sent supplies not only to Florida communities but to churches and supply depots in Louisiana, Mississippi, Texas and other affected areas.  The team in Madison would like to see a similar facility located somewhere in South Florida, if available warehouse space can be found.


Our disaster response efforts are staffed and coordinated by our Connectional Ministries team and hundreds of volunteer workers.  To find out how to volunteer or contribute to ongoing storm recovery efforts please contact the Storm Recovery Center at (800) 282-8011, ext. 194 or via email to stormrecovery@flumc.org, or visit the UMCOR web site at www.methodistrelief.org.

