[image: image1.jpg]7

connectionsgy “*

Florida United Methodist Foundation





FLORIDA PASTOR FORGES LASTING TIES TO AFRICA UNIVERSITY

Although Africa University (AU) seems half a world a way to most of us, it is very near and dear to the heart of Rev. Debi Jensen, pastor of First United Methodist Church of Bushnell.

Jensen was one of 20 seminary students who visited Africa University with Dr. Paul Chilcote of Asbury Seminary in January 2003.  For Chilcote, it was a nostalgic return to a campus where he – along with Dr. John Kurewa, E. Stanley Jones Professor of Evangelism – helped shape the curriculum for the school of theology.

For Jensen, it was a first visit that felt like coming home.  

“Africa University is the only Christian-centered university on the continent of Africa,” Jensen said.  “I felt a real sense of belonging there.”  

“It is a place where God touches and changes lives.  It is an outgrowth of the United Methodist Church’s long tradition in Zimbabwe.”

The school was established by action of the General Conference in 1988, and began offering classes in March of 1992.  It is supported through connectional giving, and serves students from virtually every African nation.  It offers degrees in agriculture, education, health sciences, humanities, management and theology.

Jensen called AU’s school of theology “incredible” and “intense.”  

“Some of the best theologians in the church are involved with that university,” she said, “and the students are truly defined by their call.  They are individuals who are led to pursue ministry.” 

Jensen’s facility with languages allowed her to easily converse with and form close ties to many of the students, faculty and staff at the university.  She was touched by their devotion to Christianity and their concern for the comfort of their guests.  

“They seemed to be especially concerned about our dietary needs,” she recalled.  “The kitchen manager at the university stood in line for four hours to buy bread so that we could have toast with breakfast,” she said.  “They are such loving and generous people.”

Jensen noted that almost everything that we take for granted, like bread, flour, sugar and gasoline, is very precious in Africa.  “It can cost a month’s wages to get certain commodities,” she said, “not to mention endless time waiting in line.”

On a continent heavily influenced by Islam, Africa University is an outpost of Christianity and the Wesleyan tradition, Jensen notes.  “You haven’t worshipped until you have worshipped in an African church,” she said.  “It is a joyous worship experience.  They sing to the Lord.”

During worship Jensen was again touched by the African way of giving.  “These people who have so little, seem to give so much,” she said.  “Giving is an act of worship in the African church.  They get up out of their seats and drop their gifts on the throne of God.”

Jensen believes the church’s presence in Africa and its ministry through AU is incredibly important to the spiritual growth and economic health of the region. She continues to be in touch with friends there, and to offer encouragement and support. 

“As a result of that trip, I adopted an undergraduate student who was majoring in international business,” she said. 

“I corresponded with him and sent him $100 twice a year to help with books and other expenses until his graduation,” she said.  “He could live on that, and help two or three of his friends, for a whole year.”

Jensen also created a web site detailing her experiences in Africa.  It was linked to the Asbury Seminary site.

She hopes to return to Africa one day to help create a school for local pastors.

“This would benefit churches that cannot afford to hire a full-time minister,” she said.  Jensen, who was pursuing an MBA before answering the call to ministry, believes her business and administrative skills could help get the school up and running.”

Jensen is one of many Florida United Methodists who has been inspired by the work of Africa University.  To find out more about AU, please visit www.africau.edu.

